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Flood Control PSA Amendment
On the 6/28 Council Agenda is an amendment to the City’s Professional Services Agreement (PSA)
with Stanley Consultants, Inc — specifying an increased amount not to exceed $7,506,000 for the
FY23 Work Plan associated with consulting services for the East Side Flood Control System. The City
of Cedar Rapids is currently designing and implementing a $750 Million Flood Control System (FCS)
for 7.5 miles on both sides of the Cedar River. This includes permanent and removable floodwalls,
levees, several types of roadway gates, railroad gates, stormwater pump stations, and storm water
detention basins. A project of this magnitude requires substantial design and programmatic
coordination effort. The FCS management team is divided into three main consulting teams — East
Side, West Side, and the 8th Avenue Bridge corridor. Stanley Consultants leads the East Side FCS
consultant team. The East Side work involves careful coordination with US Army Corps of Engineers.
 
Development of the FCS is a complicated and long-term project, intended to last from 2014–2035. It
is currently in its 8th year. Accordingly, it was not practical or feasible to scope out twenty years of
design at the onset of the project. Instead, the design contracts were intended to be amended on an
annual basis for fiscal year work plans. Additional smaller amendments during the fiscal year also
occur, much like other Public Works Divisions may have. This amendment represents the anticipated
consulting services for the FY23 negotiated work program and follows several similar amendments
for prior fiscal years. This represents the largest amendment to the PSA to date, indicating
substantial progress planned on the East Side Flood Control System in the year ahead.
 
 
Airport Master Plan
On 6/21, City and Eastern Iowa Airport staff held a kickoff meeting with the airport’s planning
consultant for updating multi-jurisdictional airport zoning regulations. The City intends to formalize
compatible land uses around the airport and the airport’s possible future expansion. The overall
team will evaluate current airport zoning regulations and review processes pertaining to the airport’s
influence area, being the area where current or future airport-related noise, over flight, safety,
and/or airspace protection factors may significantly affect land uses or necessitate restrictions on
those uses. The process is expected to take 12–18 months and will include surrounding city and
county jurisdictions, and landowners who could be affected.
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Fire Station Study
On the 6/28 Council Agenda is a contract with Raftelis to begin a comprehensive study of the Fire
Department. The 6–7 month study would include review and evaluation, with recommendations for
any areas of improvement. The study would review fire station locations, facility conditions,
organizational structure, Fire Marshal services, public education efforts and other disciplines under
the Department’s umbrella.
 
Results of the study will help drive future plans and requests for funding, staffing, training, facilities
and equipment. The Department will use the objective data to ensure they are serving the
community in the most effective way possible.
 
 
Stump Grinding Update
On the 6/28 Council Agenda is an amendment to the City’s stump grinding contract with Grass Lawn
Service, Inc. This would extend the contractor’s work to address approximately 540 additional
stumps in strategic areas throughout the City, completing stump grinding in the SE quadrant. The
contractor has been particularly useful in areas where work is relatively complex, as they have
equipment that can more efficiently reach difficult areas and tackle larger stumps. To date, the City
has removed about 3,000 stumps and the contractor approximately 1,000 — with about 5,500
stumps remaining.
 
 
Skatepark Open House
A public meeting to gain input on the orientation, layout and flow of the relocated skatepark at
Riverside Park will be held on Wednesday, 6/29 at City Services Center. The event will run from 5–7
PM. The original skatepark will be displaced for flood control in September. The Parks and
Recreation Department invited individuals from the skatepark community who have been providing
input on the project since February. In addition, the meeting has been publicized through an article
in the Gazette, media release, emailed invitation, and on social media.
 
 
Urban & Community Forestry Grant
The City secured $150,000 in funding to support storm recovery through the US Department of
Agriculture Forest Service’s Urban and Community Forestry program. Funds will be used to plant
1,000 trees along street rights-of-way and to provide community outreach in conjunction with Trees
Forever, the City’s partner on the ReLeaf effort. City bond funds will be used for the required 1:1
match for this grant.
 
 
Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) Update
Last week, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued new health advisories for PFAS in
drinking water. PFAS is a class of chemicals manufactured and used in a variety of industries around
the globe, including in the United States since the 1940s. PFAS compounds have been used in



carpets; clothing; furniture fabric; paper packaging for food and other materials that are resistant to
water, grease, or stains; and fire-fighting foams. While consumer products are a large source of
exposure to these chemicals for most people, drinking water can be an additional source in smaller
percentages where the chemicals have seeped into water sources and contaminated water supplies.
There is evidence that exposure to PFAS can lead to adverse human health effects and accumulate
over time in humans, animals, and the environment.
 
The new interim health advisory level changes affect two PFAS compounds in drinking water: PFOA
and PFOS. The interim health advisory for PFOA is now 0.004 parts per trillion (ppt) and 0.02 ppt for
PFOS; previously, the health advisory level was 70 ppt for both PFOA and PFOS combined together.
Current technology is unable to analyze concentrations at these low levels. To put these numbers in
perspective, 0.004 ppt is the equivalent of one drop of water in a vessel the size of 5,000 Olympic-
sized swimming pools, or one drop in 3.3 billion gallons of water. Another way to look at 0.004 ppt is
one second in 8 million years. In addition to the interim changes, the EPA issued final health
advisories for two other compounds: GenX chemicals at 10 ppt and PFBS at 2,000 ppt.
 
In February 2022, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (Iowa DNR) sampled Cedar Rapids’
drinking water as part of the State’s PFAS Action Plan. Results show that none of the compounds
with health advisory levels were detected in Cedar Rapids' finished potable water.
 
One well that was tested did have a detection of 4.7 ppt of PFOS, which was below the original
health advisory, but exceeds the new interim advisory level. This well also contained a detection of
2.1 ppt of PFBS, which remains below the new final health advisory of 2,000 ppt. The well has since
been taken out of service. Our water treatment facilities blend the output of several wells running at
all times, so the effects of one specific well are always diluted.
 
Water quality specialists at the Cedar Rapids Water Division continue to follow the emerging science
on PFAS compounds and conduct regular testing of finished potable water. Cedar Rapids water
remains in compliance with 100% of the Iowa DNR’s water quality expectations. According to the
current data, analytical technology, and scientific evidence, there is no indication that Cedar Rapids
Water customers need to take any special actions at this time. For more information, visit
EPA.gov/PFAS.
 

https://www.epa.gov/pfas

